
March 13, 2016 
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT, FOLLOWING THE 28nd of 40 Days 

 
THE PRELUDE 
Songs Without Words, Op. 19, No. 1       Felix Mendelssohn 
 Andante Con Moto, Arabesque Np. 1, Andante Con Moto 
 
THE CALL OF THE SHOFAR 
 
THE SILENT REVERENCE  [We come overfilled with life, with need to empty out so as to be able to take any more 
in. At the sound of water, name the circumstances of the week, all we can let go in order to focus upon what matters. 
What you forgive is forgiven. What you bind is bound up in heaven. Listen, listen to the sound of silence. Know the 
emptiness and searching. In reverence and mystery, be replenished by God.] 
 
THE CALL TO ILLUMINATION             Deuteronomy 15: 7-11 
Culturally there are assumptions we should follow The Golden Rule: “Do unto others, as you would have them do unto 
you.” But the Bible is more explicit: “If there is a poor man, one of your brethren, in any of your towns within your land 
which the Lord your God gives you, you shall not harden your heart against your poor brother, but you shall open your 
hand to him, lending him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be. Take heed, lest there be any base thought in your 
heart...and he cry to the Lord against you, and it be sin in you. You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not be 
grudging when you give to him; because for this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all you 
undertake. For the poor will never cease out of the land; therefore, I command you: You shall open wide your hand  to 
your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in the land.” 
 
*HYMN p.275      Ein Feste Burg        “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
 
THE INVITATION TO PRAYER                         
Love simple things to train your heart in love's more profound ways: the sun at dawn; the buds that start at Spring's less 
slanted rays; the signs in sky, land, sea, in fields and leafy wood, signs of God who brought all things to be and then 
pronounced them: “Good.” Next, love a child. Then try a friend, love a neighbor, a stranger new to town; then, risk loving 
an enemy you would expend except that you have found the Word made flesh in every face, the Christ who comes to you 
and gives your heart sufficient grace to love as he would love. Attend to how the wind draws song from trees that bend 
and sway, reminding us we all belong to whom we bow and pray; the deep and sighing breath that animates our dust and 
even in the face of death still wakens love  
 
and trust. O Love, whose love for love has spun the earth, the seas, the skies, who dwells as Christ in everyone, and prays 
through our deep sighs; transfigure by Your Trinity the patterns of our love, that we can see Your Light, Your Sincerity 
and Truth. 
 
THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Spoken in Unison)  
In these dark days, when negation of everything has so deeply entered into thought, and the futility of life 
oppresses many souls, when belief and unbelief appear indifferent and what is left is natural passion to express the 
pride of life, or the empty void of nothingness, when the nerve to live and to create is weakened, O LORD forgive 
our failure to witness in the world: that justice run down like waters and righteousness a mighty stream. We have 
all committed offenses. Together we confess these human sins: the sins of arrogance, bigotry, cynicism, sins of 
deceit and egotism, of flattery and greed, injustice and jealousy. Some have nurtured grudges, lusts, addictions, 
narrow-mindedness and malice. At other times we have been obstinate, possessive, quarrelsome, rancorous, selfish. 
There has been violence in our hearts, weakness of will, xenophobia. We have yielded to temptation, and showed 
zeal for bad causes. O LORD, forgive the failure of our lives that live so worldly, that few can recognize the life of 
the Spirit, that must proclaim the kingdom of God's love. Amen 
 
PERSONAL PRAYERS IN SILENCE  
 
THE RESPONSE (p.288)(Please remain seated & sing)“Spirit of the Living God” 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.                   Melt me; mold me; fill 
me; use me. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me! 



 
THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON       Philippians 3: 4-12 
If any other person thinks they have reason for confidence in their own justification, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day as part of the people of Israel, of the Tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; as to the Law a Pharisee; as 
to zeal a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the Law blameless. But whatever gain I had I counted but loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
count them as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ, and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, based 
on Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith; that I may know him 
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that if possible I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already attained this or am already perfect; but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers and Sisters, believe the good news, in Jesus Christ we are 
forgiven! 
 
*THE RESPONSE p.581 Greatorex       Gloria Patri  
 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM   Kelsey infant of Stephanie & Nicholas Barlow 
 
OUR CELEBRATIONS, CONCERNS and PRAYER 
 
OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS 
THE OFFERTORY 
“Were You there?”            arr. Lloyd Larsen 

Mel Bolivar, flute    Margie Sutton, recorder 
 
*THE DOXOLOGY p.606       Old 100 th         Doxology 
 
*THE PRAYERS OF DEDICATION 
 
THE ANTHEM 
Lord, For Thy Tender Mercie's Sake            Richard Farrant 
 
THE CHILDREN'S MOMENT             
 
*HYMN p.219    Crucifixion                 “They Crucified My Lord”  
 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
THE FIRST LESSON (OT p.636)  God is Doing A New Thing          Isaiah 43: 16-21 
THE GOSPEL (NT p.98)   Jesus' Feet Anointed By Mary                John 12: 1-11 
  
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

“THE GREATER SCANDAL” 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
*THE HYMN p.224   Rockingham     “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
 
THE CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
THE PEACE 
L:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.             P:  Peace be with you. 
     [The congregation is encouraged to greet one another with:   “Peace be with you.”] 
 
THE POSTLUDE 
Du Friedefurst, Herr Jesu Christ           J.S. Bach 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 



THE CHANCEL FLOWERS 
ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD  

AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF JEAN GRAHAM 
By Her Family 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
Those assisting in Worship leadership are: 
Liturgist: Heidi Cross 
Deacons:  Steve Frackenpohl, Lisa Lincoln, Sandy Holbrook 
Deacon Driver:  Chris Pardee  
Manor Server: Nancy & Chuck Williams 
 
WELCOME TO THIS WORSHIP SERVICE! We are very glad you are here to share in the worship of God. At the 
end of each pew is a Friendship Pad to communicate your interests and learn the identity of those beside you.  There are 
also Blue Prayer and Care Cards in front of you, which can be place on the offering plates and/or prayer box. 
 
TODAY WE HOLD ST. JAMES' EPISCOPAL  CHURCH IN PRAVER along with Rev. Becky Coerper, Rev. 
Toppie Bates and all leaders and staff. 
 
PERSONAL HEARING IMPAIRED DEVICES & READING GLASSES are available from the ushers. The hearing 
devices are connected directly to the microphones, thereby blocking out all peripheral sound. The units are sterilized  
 
DEACONS & SESSION are each meeting tomorrow, Monday, March 14th.  
 
THROUGHOUT LENT we gather for Soup Suppers on Wednesday evenings at 6pm, which includes two soups and 
toasted cheese sandwiches, continuing with a Faith Discussion of the Harry Potter series. Whether you have read the 
books, seen the films, or not, we hope those of all ages will come to share at the Table. This week, we share reflections of 
the final book in the series: The Deathly Hollows. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY, March 20 the Lectionary passages appointed for Palm Sunday are: Luke 19: 28-40; Psalm 118: 1-2, 
19-29; Philippians 2: 5-11; John 12: 20-36. 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, March 24 we gather in the Sanctuary for Celebration of the Last Supper at 7pm. This is one of 
the most spiritual and mystic worship services of the year, please bring your neighbors and come. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY STATIONS OF THE CROSS begins at Noon at St. Mary's Catholic Church, witnessing throughout 
the Village, with completion of the Walk here at First Presbyterian Church. All are welcome. 
 
EASTER MORNING SUNRISE at 6:30am in the Gazebo Please join us for this unique worship celebration jointly 
sponsored by The United Methodist Church of Skaneateles, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, and First Presbyterian Church. 
 
EASTER DIVINE WORSHIP & COMMUNION at 9:30am Come and Worship here in the Sanctuary at this 
celebration of the Lord's Resurrection! 
 
Month of March—Items for Ugly Quilters/sign-up to volunteer on Thursdays 
We will have a collection box in the Sims Room for donations of bedding, curtains, sweaters, hats, gloves, scarves and 
socks that will be used to make sleeping bags for the homeless and to fill them with items to keep them warm.  
This year we are going a step further and asking that you choose a Thursday in March to spend time as an ugly quilter at 
the Marcellus Grange #464 at 15 West Main Street in Marcellus from 12:30-3:00.  No experience is necessary.  Just pop 
on in to the Marcellus Grange. You will truly enjoy this experience and it is always sweetened with tea and cookies!    
  
March 21 at 6:30pm – Women Evening Circle Meeting 
Our March meeting will be at the beautiful home of Leah Scott on Monday, March 21 at 6:30 p.m. She lives at 26 Griffin 
Street in Skaneateles.  It is a potluck dinner, so RSVP to melstaniec@gmail.com if you will be able to attend.  Hope to see 
you there! 
 
 



  
April 15 and 19—Two opportunities to volunteer at the Samaritan Center 
We will be extending our volunteer opportunities in Syracuse at the Samaritan Center in April.  We will start small and 
then hope to get more dates, both weekday and weekend opportunities, on the calendar.  Our upcoming dates to volunteer 
are Friday April 15th and Tuesday April 19th. 
Friday, April 15, we need 10 people to do meal prep at from 10:00-12:00. 
Tuesday, April 19, we need 25 people to serve dinner from 3:00-5:00.  
We will need you sign up very soon so that we can ensure that we have all of the volunteers necessary for each day.  
Children ages 10-13 need a parent present and teens 14+ just need an adult supervisor. We will meet at the church one 
hour before each event to arrive on time and carpool.  
  
Ladies of the Lake Book Club (LOL) 
We will be reading The Best Yes by Lysa Terkeurst and will be doing a six-week bible study where we read about 30 
pages a week, and via email, you will receive a short video of encouragement and thoughts from Mel Bolivar based on the 
study guide.  We will then meet at the end of the six weeks at church for a group reflection on the book with light 
refreshments.  The cost to you is $10.00 and you will receive your copy on Sunday, March 20th at church.  The group 
meeting will be on Sunday, May 1st after the church service at 11:00 a.m. in the Great Room. Please sign up on the pink 
sheet next to the elevator if you want me to reserve a copy of the book for you, or email Mel Bolivar at 
melstaniec@gmail.com.  We will place our order by March 10th.   
 

SAVE THE DATE – APRIL 16TH     MOVIE NIGHT!! 
 
MUSIC NOTES  The Prelude today is without text.  However, the Mendelssohn “Songs Without Words”, has a beautiful 
melody accompanied by an arpeggiated chord pattern thru-out.  The Arabesque simply means a lyrical piece in a fanciful 
style.  Many times the melody is unnoticed because of the flowing peacefulness the music gives as you listen.  Please take 
time to think your own text, prayer, or reflection on today’s worship.  The Postlude is another from the Yale collection - O 
Brightest Son, Lord Jesus Christ. 
A big thank you to Mel and Margie for sharing their beautiful gifts with us this morning. 

 
THANK -YOU TO EVERYONE WHO SO GENEROUSLY  

CONTRIBUTED  TO THE FOOD PANTRY EASTER BASKETS –  
YOU DONATED 61 MUFFIN MIXES & 66 FRUIT COCKTAILS! 

 
JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR 

(A Rock Opera by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice) 
Starring Joe Whiting and Bernie McNabb 

Presented by Rhythm in Motion 
March 18, 19   7:00pm        March 20th    3:00pm 
First Church Ministries   99 Wall Street, Auburn 
Proceeds to Benefit The First Love Food Pantry 

For more information/advance tickets for your reserved night 
Please call Kathy Zamniak @ 315 255-1253 or Sue Moran @ 315 730-8440 


