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It is a New Year: Rejoice!  
by Anne Ferrell Tata 

I “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and 
they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” Matt 1:23 
Matthew celebrates the prophecy first spoken by Isaiah hundreds of years 
before. (Isaiah 7:14) Immanuel, God With Us. As we look ahead to a new 
year we look with excitement and anticipation. God is with us! He told us 
through His prophet Isaiah, and He told us again in the Gospel of Matthew. 
Hebrews 13:8 reminds us “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and 
forever.” He was with us last year, and [you better know] He is with us 
this year, so get excited! 
I was reminded of this truth recently when I received word that my job 
would be changing in the New Year. The announcement meant new 
management, new challenges and new assignments. My immediate reaction 
was one of fear and maybe a little dread. After all there are many unknowns. 
This is new and different. What if I don’t perform as I have in the past? 
What if I don’t produce? The “what if” thoughts began to march in my head one by one like a colony of ants foraging for food at a 
summer picnic. I knew it was not productive, because it made me question my value. 
We all face uncertainty. God knows we cannot go it alone. He wants us to take one day at a time hand-in-hand with Him. That is 
why He tells us in Matthew 6:34 not to worry about tomorrow because tomorrow has worries of its own. Right before Jesus 
speaks these words, He reminds us that God knows everything we need. Instead of worrying about tomorrow, He encourages us to 
seek Him. Keeping this perspective is important. God knows what we need. He loves us. He has a plan for us. He sent His son 
Immanuel, God with us! 
As I began to focus on the promise that God is with me and is with me in this New Year, He brought a verse to mind. Jeremiah 
6:16, “This is what the LORD says: “Stop at the crossroads and look around. Ask for the old, Godly way, and walk in it. Travel its 
path, and you will find rest for your souls.” God reminded me to look back for a moment. Had He ever let me down? Had He not 
called me to my current job? If things were changing, would He not be with me as He has always been with me in the past? 
Whether good times or challenging times, smooth sailing or stormy seas, He had been right with me every step. 
Standing in the ways and asking for the old paths reminded me to look back and reflect. As I did, I was immediately comforted. It 
turned things around for me, and I now face the New Year and my new job with excitement and joy. He is with me. He will equip 
me and guide me because it is His promise. The same goes for you. As you stand in the way of this New Year, see and ask for the 
old paths where the good way is and walk in it. Seek first the Kingdom of God. Do not focus and obsess about tomorrow. Rejoice, 
He is with you.  *Taken from http://www.ofgreatworthbeta.com/ by Anne Ferrell Tata 

Call For Annual Congregational Meeting 
January 29, 2017 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held in the Sanctuary of the 
Church, immediately following Worship, on January 29th at 10:30am. 
According to the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (The Book of 
Order) the Annual Meeting of the Congregation is the opportunity for the 
membership to raise questions and discuss concerns of the church, to hear the 
reports of the various parts of the body of Christ in tis place and time, and to 
vote on the Terms of Call for installed Pastors.  

http://www.ofgreatworthbeta.com/
http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.facebook.com/skanpresby
http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.facebook.com/skanpresby
http://www.ofgreatworthbeta.com/
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Happy New Year!  
by Brian Ackles, Choir Director 
As a New Year begins, I always have a few of the inevitable New Year’s 
resolutions to draw me out of my normal comfort zone and lead me to new 
goals and experiences.  I thought I would share a few of my musical 
resolutions with you for this year. 

In 2017 I resolve to find a few new radio stations. 
In 2017 I resolve to buy some CD’s in new genres. 
In 2017 I resolve to smile more during worship. 

This spring, we would like to add a few more lighting fixtures to the choir 
room.  I do not have the gift of working with ladders and heights.  Maybe 
someone in our congregation might be interested in a New Year’s resolution 
to help the Chancel Choir by lending a hand and hang a few new fixtures on 
the ceiling in the choir room.  We can listen to a few of my new CD’s and I’ll 
hold the ladder.   

The Committee is Grateful  

for the response to this year's campaign which has been excellent. As we 
wind down the year, we are happy to report that we believe we will achieve 
100% of our budgeted donation goal and are currently at 90% of our formal 
pledge goal. Pledges that support the finances of our Mission can continue to 
be received at any time. Cards are available in the Sims room on the 
Stewardship table or you can make your pledge on-line at   
http://www.skanpresby.org/donate/online-pledge 
In celebration of our campaign this year,  please join the Stewardship 
Committee as we host  Coffee Hour after the worship service on Jan 
22. Please feel free to speak with any member of the committee with any 
questions or concerns. Thank you.  

Doug Rutan, Dave Graham, Ron Beavers and Steve White 

Our Pastor's 20th Anniversary 

In the fall of 1995, the Session of our Church called for a Pastor 
Nominating Committee (PNC)  be established to call for a new Pastor. 
The Nominating Committee nominate Penny Allyn, Michael Capron 
(student), Cynthia Ciaschi, Phyllis Clark, Marion Cosgrove, Jack 
Howard, Bill McCauley, Gard McClean, Cynda Penfield, Dave Rossi, 
and Peter Schwartz. 

The PNC met for the first time on November 19th and determined it 
would make their "Call" within 12 months. With the cooperation of the 
Louisville Headquarters, over 203 Ministers, including 18 overseas, 
applied for our Pastor ship. By the end of July the PNC had reduced their 
candidate list to 3 with 2 backup. 

On November 19th, Reverend Craig Lindsey, located in Wisconsin, was 
selected and Michael Capron made the phone call to Craig and he 
accepted. By mid December, Craig and Judy bought a house on Genesee 
Street On December 22nd Craig held his first Worship Service before 
our Congregation 

Twenty Great Years ago!  Congratulations Craig

http://www.skanpresby.org/donate/online-pledg
http://www.skanpresby.org/donate/online-pledg


 

3

December Bell Notes 
by Sue Grady, Bell Director  
 During the National Seminar of Handbell Musicians of America this summer, several of us attended a 
presentation about staging a “Christmas Ring In”.  We began to plan how this might look for us.  We were pleasantly 
surprised when were notified that we were the first group from New York to plan an outreach event and would be 
provided with all of the specially arranged music needed free of charge.   
      On December 10th, members of the Fellowship and Chancel Bell Choirs joined forces and took our bells on the 
road.  Our first stop was the Samaritan Center in Syracuse for the lunch session.  We then packed up and traveled to St. 
Camillus for an afternoon program.   
What a gratifying day it proved to be!  
 If you would like to give handbell ringing a try, rehearsals for the 2017 will begin on Thursday, January 5th.  If 
you have played bells before please consider being a substitute ringer.  We often have openings during the winter months 
as members travel to warmer places.  Fellowship Bells meet at 5 PM. Chancel bells meet at 6:15 PM. Please contact me 
(Sue Grady) at 315- 685-3235 or speak to any current bell ringers if you are interested. 

Manor News, December 2016 

This month’s highlight was our annual Christmas party for the residents and their families.  Robbin had filled the Manor 
with yuletide decorations and prepared a lovely buffet.  The residents received gifts from the Board.  Margie Sutton and 
Doug Rutan presented a short musical presentation. The two new refrigerators are in place. 

Our thanks go out to the many people who served the Sunday meals during 2016.  The servers for the month of December 
were: Jane Downs, Ann Fey and Tim and Daniel Wayne. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM EVERYONE AT THE MANOR. 
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To Our Wonderful Church Family 

Thank you so very much for all the messages, cards, calls, food & goodies.  I am improving but laying low for some time. 
Merry Christmas and happy New Year to all! Thanks again for thinking of me! 

Jan Sterling 

To Our Dear Church  

May the joy and peace of Christmas be with you today and all through the New Year. Many thanks for the get-well cards 
and the Sunday church flowers that were sent to me while I was in the hospital & since returning home.  I’m feeling much 
better now. 

Rowena Fisher 

Dear Friends 

My family and I would like to thank the following for the help and support shown to us through this sad and difficult time:  
The Congregation, The Deacons, Rev. Craig Lindsey, Rev. Mario Bolivar, Peggy Surdam, Eddie Hernandez, Barb 
Mushock.  If we have failed to acknowledge anyone here, please know your sympathy and concerns continue to help us 
and mean a lot. 

The many cards, flowers, memorial donations, messages, and prayers since Don’s sudden passing – all help.  We so 
appreciated the dozens of Christmas cookies provided by the Deacons and Presbyterian Women of the Church for the 
reception. With our thanks, 

Judy Krieger 
Kristen Weiss – Aaron, Alex, Andrew, Alison 
Kara Strods – Elizabeth, Tyler 
Keith & Kristi Krieger -  Grant, Garrett 
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With the purpose of including others and make it more accessible!  

We will begin meeting again on  
February 3rd at 6:45am  

at Johnny Angels

* If your birthday or Anniversary is in January and you do not see your name, email revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

To see our Church Calendar, please visit!  
www.skanpresby.org/calendar

January Anniversaries!  
Brenda and Alex Davidson   ‘96 

January Birthday! 
Cindy Hinman 1/1 
Mario Bolivar 1/5 
Deb Covell 1/6 
Kayleigh Rottger 1/9 
Betty Curley 1/12 
Bill Nichols 1/12 
Joey Meyers 1/14 (15) 
Nan Corsello 1/16 
Melanie Helmsley 1/18 
Natalie Bernazzani 1/21 
Elsa Marshall 1/21 
Dick Bennett 1/23 
Trevor Hinman 1/26 
Nancy Williams 1/27 
Joe Bernazzani 1/29 
Stefanie Mowery 1/30 

http://www.skanpresby.org/calendar
http://www.skanpresby.org/calendar
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Officers of the Church  

Elected December 11, 2016 Congregational Meeting. The Presbyterian Church USA is unique, in Electing, 
Ordaining and Installing our Officers. The distinction between Ordained and Laity is whether an individual is 
“ordained” meaning that they took Ordination Vows; have knelt down and received the laying on of hands by 
others ordained before them; and that they have been installed to a particular office (Pastor, Elder, Deacon). So in 
the PCUSA, the ordination of our Elders and Deacons and Pastors is equal, and laity are those who have never 
been elected, ordained and installed. 
As we Ordain and Install our New Officers on January 8, 2017, we thank those who are retiring on this date for 
their wisdom, leadership and faithful service. 

Pastor/ Moderator: Rev. Dr. Craig Lindsey 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Mario Bolivar 
Treasurer: Margaret Surdam 
 
SESSION/TRUSTEES 
2016 Retiring  2017   2018            2019   
Joe Grasso   David Badami  MaryMargaret Biss             Beth Atkinson 
Cindy Hinman              Ginny Fennessy              Cindy Dempsey          Skip Gassler 
Claudia Lambdin   Jill Marshall  David Graham                      Donna Volz 
Kathleen WitterRogers              Doug Rutan  Doug Hamlin                      Michele Wheatly 
                *Mia Grasso 

DEACONS 
2016 Retiring                    2017         2018   2019   
Steve Frackenpohl       Lisa Lincoln        Lee Bennett         Judy Bobbett 
Gary Heyer        Sandy Holbrook      Allyssa Rottger        Ann Fey 
Tom Murphy        Carol Ackles                  (Vacant)         Judy Gelston 
Sandy Nichols                    Beth O'Sullivan      Diane Fellerman        Jan Jurgensen 
Merrily Heyer         Adam Cross       Dave Rottger        Andrew Pease 
Deb McLear        Chris Pardee       Heidi Cross         (Vacant) 
Melissa Biver                                   Adrianna Marshall      

From the Pastor 

My bride and I each grew up as Preacher’s Kids, whose families 
moved every 5 to 10 years. When we came to Skaneateles, neither 
of us had ever lived anywhere more than a decade, and that had 
been at our previous church in Wisconsin. Several years ago, I 
described being unclear what would happen after 20 years, because 
we have no experience with this.  
Then, a little over three years ago, I had a life-threatening fall, 
which in addition to giving me fear of the future, caused me to 
wonder if I might not be able to return to full health and strength. I 
am exceedingly thankful to state that I am now back to good health 
and although parts are bionic, in full strength. Like in many other 
careers, pastors are able to work until age 70, so at this point, I 
envision preaching, counseling, celebrating memorials, baptisms 
and weddings for another dozen years. If that twelve years, is 
anything like the last 20 have been, this is going to be a wild and 
wholly (holy?) ride. 
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Break Bag Blitz 
by Mel Bolivar 

This holiday season, we are choosing to give back locally 
to second graders in Syracuse by filling Break Bags with 
goodies that will help them pass their winter break with 
activities and snacks to keep them safely engaged.   

We tend to remember to give to the poor at Christmas 
time, but poverty never takes a break!!  That is where we 
come in.  Our goal is to collect enough items to fill 280 
Break Bags by February 1, 2017.   

WE HAVE ALREADY FILLED 120 BAGS THANKS 
TO YOUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS. 

BUT! We still need your help to fill 150 more bags.  

In February, the kids of Frazer School, Dr. King, and 
Bellview will have a week-long winter break.  
If we can give them materials to allow them to use their imaginations, a little snack, and a book to read, it will keep them 
safely engaged while sending the message that someone cares about them.  

$13.00 will supply a complete bag.  Make checks out to First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles, memo “Break Bags.” 
Or take a shopping list with you on your next shopping trip—many items can be found at the dollar store.  Get your 
family and friends involved.  Thanks for showing them someone cares! 

Break Bag Blitz Shopping List 
 
Each Bag needs ONE OF EACH of the following: 
 

1) 24 OR 36 Count of Crayons 
 

2) Kids Scissors 
 

3) 3-Pack of Glue Sticks 
 

4) Pack of Construction Paper 
 

5) 60-piece or more Puzzle 
 

6) Coloring & Activity Book 
 

7) Level 1 Reading Book 

 
8) 1 Container of Playdough 

 
9) Box of Fruit and Grain Bars 

 
10) Box of Granola Bars 

 
11) 1 Pair of Kids’ Socks  

 
12) Toothbrush and Toothpaste 

 
13) Drawstring Bag 

 
Please Bring to the Church by February 1, 2017 
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                       Partnering Together: A
 Church D

oing M
ission in South Sudan                                                 Craig Lindsey 

 
 
 
The Rev. Dr. Craig Lindsey is Pastor of The First Presbyterian Church 
of Skaneateles, New York, USA. A graduate of the College of Wooster, 
Ohio in Urban Planning and Community Development; Union Theological 
Seminary in the City of New York, NY; and Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Decatur, Georgia with his Doctor of Ministry in The Gospel 
in A Postmodern Culture, his thesis work on Essentials Necessary for 
Congregational Redevelopment: Restoring Salt’s Savor. Rev. Lindsey is a member 
of the Sudan Mission network of the Presbyterian Church USA. He is also 
one of the Founding members of the Board of Directors and Secretary of 
the John Dau Foundation. Rev. Lindsey is married to Judy, and they are the 
parents of C. Michael who lives and works in Brooklyn, NY; and Nathan 
who is completing his PhD at UC Berkeley CA in the field of Magneto-
tellurics. 

         21.95 
 

 
 

Partnering Together 
 

A Publication From The Pastor  

Recently, Pastor Craig Lindsey was able to have a book published 
on our Church’s experience in Mission sponsorship of work with 
and in South Sudan. Different from other publications about the 
Lost Boys, this is written about our Church’s experience, how this 
was a “mission” , and the impact on our Christian faith. 
Partnering Together covers our experience from July of 2001 
when we began sponsorship of John, Jacob, Andrew and Santino, 
through the construction of the Clinic by members of our 
congregation, right up to the present with Malnutrition care. 
Autographed copies of the book are available in the Church 
Office, or you can recommend the book to friends and family 
through Amazon.com or Barnes and Noble Booksellers, at a cost 
of $22.00.  

All royalties and profits from the sale of this book, Rev. Lindsey 
has donated to the Church. 

Women’s Evening Circle 

We give thanks to Michele Wheatly for 
opening up her home to us as we joined 
in December for a British high tea.  
Together, we filled 90 Break Bags from 
all of the generous contributions of the 
church.   

Our January meeting will be hosted by 
Judy Bobbet on Wednesday, January 
25th at 6:00 pm.  Please join us for a 
potluck dinner and celebration of the 
new year!  We hope to see you there as 
we discuss how we are being called as 
servants of God in our church, 
community, and world.   
   
January 25, 2017 at 6:00pm  

Hosted by Judy Bobbett  
50 W. Genesee Skaneateles 

Welcome Barb Mushock  

Barb Mushock is no stranger to the congregation, as she has filled in as our Organist and pianist whenever needed for 
Worship, Weddings and Funerals over the last two years. As such, Barb was the first person we went to, when 
discovering we would be in need of a regular accompanist. Barb has her Bachelors and Masters degrees in Piano from 
Syracuse University; she is accompanist with the Marcellus Schools; and she and her family have lived here in 
Skaneateles for many years. We are certain Barb will do a fine job accompanying our worship of God. 
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BY-LAWS REVIEW AND RESTATEMENT 
Our By-Laws were last officially adopted in 1998. Since that time, amendments have been adopted by the congregation, 
but there has not been formal review and restatement of all of our By-Laws as a document. In these years, we changed the 
size of the Session from 24 plus two Youth Elders and 1 Pastor, with an annual meeting in January and June; to now 
having 12 Elders on Session and 1 Youth Elder if qualified, with a Senior Pastor and an Associate Pastor, and an Annual 
Meeting in January, with a Congregation al Meeting in December. The following is a thorough restatement of our By-
Laws for adoption at our Annual Meeting January 29, 2017.  

The First Presbyterian Church and Skaneateles Religious Society, Inc. 
Amended and Restated By-Laws as of January 29, 2017. 

ARTICLE I Authority 
The First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles, a local congregation of the Presbytery of Cayuga/Syracuse of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) under the title of the Skaneateles Religious Society, Inc. (Corporation) recognizes that the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA), is binding upon it and its members. These By-Laws are enacted pursuant 
to the authority granted by the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the applicable Statutes of the State of 
New York, and are in all respects subject to the provisions thereof. 

ARTICLE II Officers 
General 

1. There shall be a Session consisting of Ruling Elders and Installed Pastors (or in their absence a Moderator appointed by 
Presbytery); and also a Board of Deacons. 
2. The Moderator of the Session shall be the installed Pastor, (or at the Pastor’s request the Associate Pastor,) or as 
designated by Presbytery a temporary Moderator appointed by the Presbytery of Cayuga Syracuse. 
3. The Officers of the Corporation shall be President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The President of the Corporation shall be 
the Finance Committee Chairperson. The Secretary of the Corporation shall be the Clerk of Session. The Treasurer shall 
be the Business Administrator/Treasurer of the Church. 

B. Ruling Elders  
1. Qualifications 
a. Ruling Elders of the First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles shall be the Trustees of Skaneateles Religious Society, by 
virtue of the elected and installed office. The Installed Pastor (or Moderator of Session) shall be considered as the 
Moderator for all meetings of the Corporation, not as a Trustee, and without Vote. 
b. Ruling Elders must be members on the active rolls of the church who have attained the age of 18 years. When elected, 
they shall be examined, ordained and installed (if not previously ordained) on the next available Sunday, or as soon as 
possible. 

2. Terms of Office 
The Term of Office for all Ruling Elders is three (3) years, with possibility for re-election, to a total of not more than (6) 
six years consecutively, when said Elder shall be ineligible to serve a further Term until at least one (1) year has elapsed 
from their last date of service. 

3. Method of Election 
There shall be twelve (12) installed Ruling Elders, divided into three (3) equal classes; one class of which shall be elected 
each year at the Annual Meeting for this purpose, for a total of three (3) years.  Alternate Elders shall be elected for a one 
(1) year Term, waiting to be installed to serve, if needed for an incomplete Term. In the event no Alternates are available, a 
special meeting of the Congregation shall be called to elect Alternate Ruling Elders to begin service upon their 
installation. (Previously Alternate Elders was a separate category with unclear wording) 

4. Meetings 
a. The Session shall hold regular monthly meetings on the Second Monday of the Month, unless voted to change by the 
Session. 
b. Special Meetings of the Session may be called by the Pastor, or at the request of any two (2) installed Elders, through 
the Pastor, or by the Presbytery. Three (3) days notice shall be required to call a Special Meeting of the Session. 
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c. A quorum of Session shall consist of half of the Session. 
d. Voting actions shall be by simple majority of those present, following the procedure of the latest version of Roberts’ 
Rules of Order. 
5. Youth Elders 
The Congregation may elect up to two fully ordained, installed Ruling Elders, who are under the age of 18 years, who are 
on the Active Rolls of the Church, to each serve a one (1) year term, if there are youth determined by the Nominating 
Committee to be capable of serving. Said, Youth Elders shall not serve as Trustees. 

C. Board of Deacons 
1. Qualifications 
a. Deacons of the First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles shall be members on the active rolls of the church who have 
attained the age of 18 years. When elected, they shall be examined, ordained and installed (if not previously ordained) on 
the next available Sunday, or as soon as possible. 

2. Terms of Office 
The Term of Office for all Deacons is three (3) years, with possibility for re-election, to a total of not more than (6) six 
years consecutively, when said Deacon shall be ineligible to serve a further Term until at least one (1) year has elapsed 
from their last date of service. 

3. Method of Election 
There shall be eighteen (18) installed Deacons, divided into three (3) equal classes; one class of which shall be elected 
each year at the Annual Meeting for this purpose, for a total of three (3) years.  Alternate Deacons shall be elected for a 
one (1) year Term, waiting to be installed to serve, if needed for an incomplete Term. In the event no Alternates are 
available, a special meeting of the Congregation shall be called to elect Alternate Deacons to begin service upon their 
installation.  

4. Meetings 
a. The Deacons shall hold regular monthly meetings on the Second Monday of the Month, unless voted to change by the 
Deacons with concurrence by the Session. 
b. Voting actions shall be by simple majority of those present, following the procedure of the latest version of Roberts’ 
Rules of Order. 

5. Youth Deacons 
The Congregation may elect up to two fully ordained, installed Deacons, who are under the age of 18 years, who are on 
the Active Rolls of the Church, to each serve a one (1) year term, if there are youth determined by the Nominating 
Committee to be capable of serving. 

ARTICLE III 
Meetings of the Congregation and Corporation 

A. Prayer  
All meetings shall open and close in prayer. 

B. Date of Annual Meetings 
There shall be an Annual Congregational Meeting held within the Church edifice at 97 East Genesee Street, Skaneateles, 
New York 13152 on the 4th or 5th Sunday of January of each year immediately after the Divine Worship of God, for 
presentation of the Church Financial Report; for the annual approval of Terms of Call for the Pastor and Associate Pastor; 
and any appropriate business which the active members of the congregation wish to discuss.  
There shall also be an Annual Meeting of the Corporation held within the Church edifice at 97 East Genesee Street, 
Skaneateles, New York 13152 on the 2nd Sunday of December of each year immediately after the Divine Worship of God, 
for the purposes of election of Elders, Deacons, Alternates, Youth Elders, Youth Deacons, and Nominating Committee 
members; and any other appropriate business docketed and advertised by the Session in the Call for the meeting. 
Advertising of the meeting shall be set by the Session with at least two weeks notice. 
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C. Special Meetings 
Special Meetings of the Congregation and or Corporation may be called by the Pastor(s), the Session, the Presbytery, or at 
the written request of 25% of the Active Members of the Congregation. Notice of the meeting shall state clearly the 
purpose of the meeting and no other business save that advertised may be considered. 

D. Moderator 
The Installed Pastor shall preside as Moderator at all meetings of the Congregation and/or Corporation. At the Installed 
Pastor’s request, the Installed Associate Pastor may preside as Moderator. If the Church has no installed pastors, the 
installed pastors are incapacitated , or if the Installed Ruling Elders agree that the subject to be acted upon warrants 
immediate action, a Minister member (Teaching Elder of Word and Sacrament) of the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse 
shall be invited by the Session to preside as Moderator. Said invitation from Session shall be cleared through the 
Presbytery’s Committee On Ministry. It is intended that the Moderator be free to moderate, and that all items for 
presentation shall be made by persons other than the Moderator. 

E. Secretary of Meetings  
The Clerk of Session shall act as Recording Secretary for all meetings of the Congregation and or Corporation. In the 
absence of the Clerk, the session shall designate a Recording Secretary in the Clerk’s absence. 

F. Eligibility to Speak, Vote and Hold Office 
All members on the Active Roll of the Church, who are present, shall be entitled to voice and to vote and to be elected to 
serve. Voting by proxy is not permitted. In Corporate meetings (the purchase and/or sale of Real Property; Litigation) only 
those members having attained the legal age of 18 shall be able to vote. 

G. Rules of Order 
All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the most recent edition of Roberts’ Rules of Order, except in those 
cases where The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA)  and or the Statutes of the State of New York provide 
otherwise. 

H. Quorum 
A Quorum in meetings of the Congregation and or Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles shall 
consist of 25 active members or 10% of active members on the Rolls, whichever is greater. 

I. Voting 
On all actions other than the Call of a Pastor, a simple majority is binding. In the Call of a Pastor, the Moderator shall 
determine whether those in opposition constitute a “substantial minority” (G.14.0505). Where a substantial minority is in 
opposition to the Call, The Call shall not be allowed to be prosecuted. 

ARTICLE IV 
Committees 

A. Committees of the Session 
1. The Standing Committees of the Session shall be: 
a. Christian Education 
b. Finance 
c.  Membership and Outreach 
d. Mission 
e. Personnel 
f. Property 
g. Stewardship 
h. Worship 

2. Annually, at the first meeting following Installation of Elders, such that each installed Ruling Elder has at least one and 
not more than two (>1<2) committee responsibilities. 
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3.The Session members shall be the Chairpersons of all Standing Committees, in order to oversee all actions of the 
committee and report these to the Session. 

4. In addition to the Standing Committees of Session, Session may appoint such Special Task Forces and Commissions as 
are deemed appropriate. All said, Task Forces and Commissions shall have an Installed Ruling Elder appointed as liaison 
to Session. 

B. Committees of the Congregation 
1. Nominating Committee  
There shall be a representative Nominating Committee elected annually by the congregation. Said Nominating Committee 
shall consist of six (6) members, two (2) of whom shall be Ruling Elders appointed by Session to act as Chairpersons, plus 
one (1) Deacon, and three (3) at large elected from the congregation. The at-large members of the Nominating Committee 
shall not be permitted to serve again as at-large members of the Nominating Committee until two years (2) have expired 
since their last service. At the Meeting called for this purpose, the Nominating Committee shall place in nomination a list 
of persons, with their consent, with one eligible for each vacancy to be filled. Additional nominations may be made from 
the floor by any eligible active member. 

ARTICLE V 
Financial Commitments and Contract Executions 
The Finance Committee establishes and maintains the policies and procedures for cash management, budget preparation, 
periodic outside review, and financial oversight. 

ARTICLE VI 
Indemnification 
Indemnification of Ruling and Teaching Elders, Trustees and Deacons 
Any Ruling Elder, Teaching Elder (Minister of Word and Sacrament), Trustee, Deacon or Officer of this corporation made 
to be, or threatened to be made to be a party to any action or proceeding (other than one by the Corporation), either civil 
or criminal, shall be indemnified by the Corporation to the fullest extent permitted by Law against judgments, fines, 
amounts paid in settlement, and reasonable expenses, including attorneys’ fees, actually and necessarily incurred by him 
or her as a result of such action or proceeding or any appeal therefor, if said person acted in good faith, for a purpose 
reasonably believed to be in the best interest of the Corporation, and/or in Criminal actions or proceedings, in addition, 
had no reasonable cause to believe that his or her conduct was unlawful. The indemnification set forth in this section shall 
apply to all claims arising from facts or occurrences taking place before or after the adoption of this By-Law provision. 

ARTICLE VII  
By-Law Amendment and Enactment Statements 
Amendment 
These By-Laws may be amended subject to the Laws of the State of New York, and the Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) at any meeting of the Congregation and or Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles by 
a two-thirds majority (2/3) of the members present, provided that a full reading of the proposed changes or a printed 
distribution of the same shall have been made in the Call of said meeting. 

These By-Laws may not be amended contrary to the provisions of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
B. Effective Date These By-Laws were presented in writing, with formal adoption by at least a (2/3) two-thirds majority 
on January 29, 2017. 
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