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Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
“When I started counting my blessings, my whole
life turned around.”
(WILLIE NELSON)

Thanksgiving is upon us. And, it’s a wonderful time to give
thanks for family and friends, this church and community, and of
course little creatures that are part of our lives in special ways. We
all can be thankful too for what we have and what we can share with
others.
I like to refer to Thanksgiving as Indigenous Peoples Day as it is
expressing the context of our thankful celebration. It is the
indigenous people that welcomed the settlers, demonstrated
hospitality, shared resources, and provided training in survival
skills to the earliest white settlers. After years of reduced financial
support for Native American Congregations and ministries the
Presbyterian denomination has increased support: first by
repudiating the Doctrine of Discovery pcusa/doctrine of discovery
and ministries to Native American congregations.
In whatever ways we as individuals and families participate in the
Thanksgiving festivities may we remember those who are alone,
those in the larger community who need food, clothing, shelter,
education, jobs, and just-practices in order to live physically,
emotionally and spiritually.
Please join in the Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Service on Nov 22nd
at 4:00pm. There is a joint choir
and bountiful celebration.
I am thankful for each of you and
for the time we have to journey
together.
God is with you and blessing you each moment,
Pastor Monica
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INTERIM WORK AS WE PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE INSTALLED PASTOR
Those of you who are interested in the process over the next few years here is
an outline of how the congrega7on and its representa7ve leaders will be
involved.
Phase 1: We are in phase I of 4…Time & Talent Survey (T&T)
This is important as we develop a new directory with your correct informa7on.
It also allows you to reﬂect on what you’d like to be doing in terms of commiEees OR projects.
Not everyone can commit to a commiEee, but some can bake, enjoy doing gardens, etc. The way the survey
is laid out allows you to choose.
We received 33 completed surveys\, which has already helped commiEees get folks involved in what they like
to do. If you haven’t ﬁlled out a Time & Talent, please do so. We’ve extended the deadline because we want
your input. Several copies are on the table in Sims Room. Thank you.

Phase 2 the CongregaIonal Assessment Tool (CAT) Survey…will begin in January 2019 (a 3-4-month process).
First, we will gather a coordina7ng team to introduce the congrega7on to the CAT Survey. It is an online
survey that comes from Holy Cow Consul7ng in Ohio. There is a lead up 7me in preparing the congrega7on
for the survey and 7me to answer ques7on about taking the survey. Then a two-week window to complete it,
another two weeks for the results. Once the results are in we have a cer7ﬁed professional interpreter present
what it all means. She will then share the interpreta7on with the congrega7on and do some follow-up with
the session. We are fortunate to have an interpreter in our Presbytery who will work with us.
Phase 3: Mission Study CommiKee- which will be formed by session to research the current demographics in
our area (presbytery has the Insight Resource we can u7lize for this). Pastor Monica will work with the
commiEee and facilitate the process. The commiEee then matches up the CAT results with the demographics
to see where we might best focus our energy and ministry. Importantly, this CommiEee will work on a new
Vision (short statement) for the church from which a Mission Statement will be made that ﬂows out of that
vision with details as to how it will be lived out. When completed the demographics, vision and mission
statements are then presented by the Mission Study CommiEee to the congrega7on for their reﬂec7ons and
approval.
Several of the members of the Mission Study CommiEee will make a presenta7on to the Presbytery’s
CommiEee on Ministry (COM). Once COM approves their work it is then ready to be passed onto a PNC.
The Nomina7ng CommiEee will work on behalf of the congrega7on to recommend a representa7ve PNC
(groups, ages, gender, etc.). Once formed it starts.

Phase 4: Pastor NominaIng CommiKee (PNC). The Presbytery’s CommiEee on
Ministry (COM) liaison to FPC, Rev Dr. Ginny Smith, will work with the PNC
throughout its process. They will then draw on the CAT and Mission Study
results to begin their work.
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Worship and Music - Nov 2019 - by Kay Kraatz
Steve Frackenpohl has completed the DCI review of
our sound system and has a proposal for Session and
iden7ﬁca7on of the funding source(s).
Brian Ackles has sent in the order for new stoles for the choir. Memorials have made
the purchase possible. Thank you!
Upcoming Special Services in our Liturgical Calendar are:
All Saints Sunday: November 3rd
Veteran Day Service: Nov 10th
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service: Nov 24th
Assistance please: Marianne Sherman and Jane Teﬀar are co-chairing the Hanging of the Greens
Following church service on Nov 24th. Many hands will make light work!
Brenda Davidson will work with the Advent Services and will be reques7ng families to assist with the
ligh7ng of the Advent Candles each Sunday.
Ginny Fennessy and Sue Grady will be working on the holiday pageant, December 8th
We appreciate everyone’s dedica7on/service.
Our CommiKee: Brenda Davidson, Ginny Fennessy , Steve Frackenpohl, Tom Lambdin, Lisa Lincoln, Deb McLear,
Marianne Sherman, Jane Teﬀar, Kay Kraatz (chair), with staﬀ: (exoﬃcio): Brian Ackles, Sue Grady, Bruce
Osborne, Rev. Monica Styron, Peggy Surdam, We meet the second Thursday of the month at 5pm and all
mee7ngs are open.
GOD'S STORY- OUR STORY: CONNECTING FOR
LIFE
Led by the Reverend Dr. Ginny Smith
Saturday, November 16, 2019 - 9:00-12:30
Through engagement with various stories from Scripture,
Ginny will be leading us in reflecting upon our own
relationship with God. As we explore the connection
between the people we meet in the Bible and our own
lives today, we will experience spiritual practices that
can open us to God's Spirit working in our
lives bringing us new life and a deepening sense of
God's guidance and renewal.

TIME & TALENT SURVEY: The deadline has been
extended! You still have the opportunity to participate. Yeh! This is so
critical for building up the Body of Christ in our church as we move
forward to serve the larger community. Just check what you want to
do. It doesn’t have to be a committee, it may be a project or task they
provide, so just check that one. Your contact information will be going
into a new directory so please at least fill that in.
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Updates from your Mission Committee Our sock drive for St. Lucy’s “Bread of Life Ministry” is ongoing and to date we have collected 394 pairs of socks!!
We currently have an urgent need for new or gently used
men’s winter socks!
Thank you all for your continued generous support.

ST. LUCY’S “Bread of Life Ministry” – has served 10,405
meals to date – last week 10/23/19 they served 197 guests.
To accomplish this weekly – they have 18-20 volunteers “onsite” setting up, prepping, serving, cleaning up and cordially
interacting with their guests. Approximately 40 volunteers “offsite” providing food and funding from an array of parishes.
The Ministry has a need around donating food. If you would
be interested in preparing a food item once-a-month (that can
be re-heated “on-site” if needed) please contact volunteer Food
Coordinator – Chris Toomey email: cttoomey@gmail.com , 315-243-4801 (cell) or 315-488-3915 (home).
(Fall/Winter: soups & casseroles; Spring/Summer: pasta salads & green salads).
On October 16th fifteen from our church helped serve dinner at the Samaritan Center.
Since 1981 the Samaritan Center has worked to fight hunger in the greater Syracuse Community by
providing nutritious hot meals to anyone in need 7 days a week – no questions asked. (Serves over 10,000
meals a month).
Minute for Mission Presentations: Scheduled for November 17th is Stacy Bautista, EFWA Operations
Manager.
We have collected $1051 to date for the Peace & Global Witness Offering. 37.5% ($394) of this Offering
stays with our congregation to support peacemaking and reconciliation in our own community. We will be
donating to Clear Path for Veterans and InterFaith Works “Spirit of America” Refugee Program.
Thank you all for your generous support!
InterFaith Works – Spirit of America – Their mission is to increase knowledge, compassion and action on
behalf of refugee resettlement among:
Faith and spiritual communities and their congregants
Schools and their leadership and students
Civic groups and their members
Postcard campaign to ask the administration to resettle 75,000 refugees in 2020. The Presidential
Determination for Refugees has been set at 18,000 for 2020, the lowest level in US history.
If you would like to help with their postcard campaign, please find postcards and a list of elected officials on
the Mission Table in the Sims Room.
A Minute for Mission presentation by InterFaith Works is scheduled for January 26, 2020.
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Upcoming EFWA Events:
November 23 - Sweet Potato Pie Benefit
Mission Committee will be taking orders on
November 17th after Church.
Turkeys, hams & chickens are needed for
Thanksgiving!
If you would be willing to donate please
contact Donna Volz at pimme96@aol.com

St. Lucy’s Christmas Drive - October 13th – November 17th 2019
Your Mission Committee is collecting items for 100 toiletry bags for St. Lucy’s
Christmas Giveaway. They serve 800 adults and 250 children under twelve.
Each family receives a toiletry bag containing five (5) items.
Each gallon-size zip lock bag will contain five (5) regular size items:
Bar of Soap
Toothpaste
Toothbrush
Shampoo/conditioner (combination)
Deodorant
Please leave your donations on the Mission Table either in Sims Room or Narthex table.
If you would prefer to make a monetary donation and let the mission team do the shopping that would
be wonderful! Thank you!

From the Stewardship Committee
The Stewardship Committee has met several times during October.
Here is what we have done and what you can expect to see before the end of the year.
Our first letter was mailed mid-October. Our second letter, along with the 2020 pledge cards, will be
mailed mid-November.
There will be two announcements during Sunday services in November.
The 2020 proposed budget will be presented at the Congregational Meeting on Dec 8; that same budget
will be presented to Session on Dec 9 for approval.
Pledge updates, including number of pledges received and amounts pledged, will be in the December
Sunday bulletins. Status updates will also be mentioned during those Sunday services.
A progress chart will be updated weekly and will be in the Sims room.
The ease of on-line pledging will be explained during December and examples
on how to give via on-line pledging will be shown on the TV monitor in the
Sims room.
The target date for pledge giving is December 31.
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ChrisIan EducaIon Update by Priscilla Worral
Adult Christian Education - Painting the Stars: Science,
Religion, and an Evolving Faith, led by Rev. Monica on Wednesday
evenings October 2 thru November 13 from 6:30 – 7:30 PM at the
church.
¬PainIng of the Stars has been well aEended by a great group
of adults—over 30 at our ﬁrst mee7ng on October 2, and s7ll
over 20 every week--from Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Auburn (Jenna’s husband Patrick is Pastor), Marcellus
Presbyterian Church, and United Methodist Church in
Skaneateles. Aner watching the video, we have had small group
discussions with a pastor or leader from one of the four
sponsoring churches leading each group, then come together to
share what we have discussed. We start at 6:30 PM, ﬁnish on
7me at 7:30 PM, and the 7me goes quickly! If you have not yet
aEended, that’s okay. Each week stands on its own. We welcome
and look forward to seeing you!
¬REMINDER: Sunday School will be held on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
month.
¬We would like to take advantage of Sunday School rooms that are
speciﬁcally set up for children and youth, which means we need a high-school
or adult volunteer for each teacher. Please let Lori Sheriﬀ (nursery) or Ginny
Fennessy (teens),or Priscilla Worral (worralp@gmail.com) know if you are
interested in volunteering for any week that you are available.
¬Child ProtecIon & Safety training is required for everyone who works with children & youth. Special
thanks to Peg & Lee BenneK for aEending along with current Sunday School teachers and CE CommiEee
members! If you missed our training on October 8, we can provide individual training so you s7ll can teach
Sunday School. Please contact Priscilla Worral (worralp@gmail.com) or Peggy Surdam
(peggy@skanpresby.org) if you think you might like to teach and need the training.
¬Inquirers Class: Would you like to know more about the Presbyterian denomina7on, our church, or
what it means to “join” a church? We held our ﬁrst Inquirers’ class on October 20…and we look forward to
holding more! Ques7ons are always welcomed! Speak with Rev. Monica during coﬀee hour aner church or
contact Peggy Surdam (peggy@skanpresby.org) if you are interested in learning more.

Presbyterian Women’s Committee: We continue to meet the first Thursday of the month at noon in
Dobson Hall beginning with a bring-your-own-sandwich, beverage, and dessert provided luncheon. We
are currently being educated and entertained via DVD about The Book of Ruth, with a short discussion
following.
We extend a warm welcome to anyone who would be interested in joining us - just come! Don’t be shy!
To the Congregation:
We want to thank you for all your prayers, cards & offers of food. also your “Holy Hugs” meant so much. We
feel blessed at such a difficult time of Mal’s passing. In Christian Love, Jane Downs & Family
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Manor News - November update
We are looking for new board members including one with exper7se in
home maintenance as well as someone who enjoys working with
senior ci7zens. Contact any board members if you would like more
informa7on. The board members are Steve Frackenpohl (chair), Atsje
Biver, Irv Beimler, Deb McLear, John Spain, Margie SuEon, Donna Volz.
Ann Barnes entertained on the piano for the residents at a cocktail party and Byron Lee performs the second
Thursday of every month at 3:30. All are invited to aEend.
We would like to thank the Sunday servers for the month of October: Cindy and Mike Dempsey, Chuck and Nancy
Williams, Ann Fey, Irv Beimler. We appreciate your service. The sign-up sheet is in the Sims Room.
We have one suite available. Contact the church oﬃce for more informa7on.
Con7nuing Don Dixon’s history of the Manor:
“The Church agreed to run the house for ten years or turn it back to me. Any 7me aner 1985 the church can
con7nue the opera7on and hopefully that will be what happens. If at any 7me aner Jan 1 1985 the house is sold
the money received must be used for a similar charitable purpose and cannot be used for ordinary church
opera7ons.”

PC (USA) has Confessed to Native Americans Repudiating the Doctrine of Discovery
Some Native Americans have identified as Presbyterians for at least three generations. PC (USA) Mission work has
been slowly reducing its financial support for Native American ministries, education, and outreach. Today there are
only 95 Native American congregations, a substantial decrease of 20% in the last decade alone. The denomination has
taken steps to turn this trend around by increasing its support for Native American congregations and ministries. We
as individuals are asked to contribute as well. In addition, the 222nd General Assembly (2016) of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) called the church to confess its complicity and repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery which it did at the
2018 General Assembly (copies are available in the office or go online to pcusa/doctrine of discovery)
My hope is that congregations take the time and effort to raise their awareness and connect with the indigenous people
of this land who have provided so much to the white people’s nation.

Building Update
Take a look at our shiny new
boiler!
Before and After
Thank you!!
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Painting The Stars Science, Religion,
and an Evolving Faith:
Oct 2-November 13, Wednesday nights
from 6:30-7:30 pm - a seven part series for
viewing a DVD (15min) and discussion.

Thanksgiving Baskets
Needed by 11/11
25 Muffin Mixes
25 Fruit Cocktail

Thank you to Dick Ralph
for this lovely silver tea set,
which belonged to Lynn’s
Grandparents. Thank you!!

Tri Faith Trio -“What happens when a Muslim, Christian and Jew walk into ….”
On October 27th The Brothers Three: (Jim Brule, Jim Kerr-Whitt, and Mohamed Khater) led the congregation in
worship and then joined us for the wonderful brunch provided by the Men’s Breakfast group in Dobson Hall.
In worship all three shared how they have become brothers in sharing their differences and their strength of faith.
Jim Brule provided the children’s message with a special story.
During the brunch there was plenty of time for people to ask questions, which they did and The Brother’s Three
did not disappoint us. Their responses were thoughtful, insightful, and at times challenging. We were truly blessed
by their leadership, stories and heartfelt giving of their faith, traditions, and contribution to greater understanding of
inter-faith relationships.
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Presbyterian Women’s Evening Circle
Wednesday, November 6th - 6:00 PM
Judy Bobbett has generously opened her home at 50 W
Genesee Street for our gathering. All are welcome!
Please join the Presbyterian Women’s evening circle as we share an evening of fellowship, food, and mission where
we attempt to collect and assemble 100 toiletry bags together by November 17th for Mission Committee’s effort to
support St. Lucy’s Christmas Giveaway.
St Lucy's serve 800 adults and 250 children under 12.
Each family receives a toiletry bag containing five (5) items.
Bar of Soap
Toothpaste
Toothbrush
Shampoo/conditioner (combination)
Deodorant

Hanging of the Greens
November 24, Following church
Stay and help decorate your church for the Advent and Christmas
season.
Light lunch (Pizza, soup, and bread) will be provided.

2019 Christmas Tree Fundraiser
With the help of our member churches, Vanderkamp is selling farm-fresh trees grown organically without chemicals
harmful to the environment.
Complete pre-order form and submit with payment to your church office or place in
collection plate on Sunday.
Trees will be scheduled for delivery, free of charge, to your church beginning the
weekend after thanksgiving.
Choose species and size:
✴ 5-6’ or 6-7’ trees
✴ Douglas Fir, Balsam Fir, White Spruce
Contact Vänderkamp for availability and pricing of other sizes or species
Don’t need a tree this year? You can still support Vanderkamp by donating a tree to a
family in need.
Christmas Eve Service Time Survey:
Please respond to the Christmas Eve Survey, so that we can determine the appropriate times that suits
most of the congregation.
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Passing of the Peace
The peace is an ancient Christian practice. A liturgical exchange of
greeting through word and gesture, known in the early church as the
Kiss of Peace, associated with Romans 16:16 “Greet one another with
a holy kiss” and similar passages ( I Cor 16:20, 2Cor 13: 12, I Thes 5:
26 and I Peter 5:14). In various cultures the Peace has taken the form
of a kiss on the cheek, an embrace, a clasping of hands with or
without kissing the hand, or a bow.
Today this practice is referred to as The Passing of the Peace - a sign
of reconciliation, love, and renewed relationships in the Christian community.
Before His arrest, beating and bloody death, Jesus said to His disciples: Peace I leave with you, my peace I
give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be
afraid (John 14: 27).
Jesus died reconciling us to God and to one another. For, there is neither Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or
female… for we are all One in Christ. This peace that is ours through faith in Christ.
Participating in The Passing of the Peace reminds us that we are forgiven by God.

Upcoming Dates
Nov 3 - All Saints Day
Nov 5 - Election Day
Nov 5 - Christian Education 4:30
Nov 6, 13, 20 - Adult Education 6-8pm Wednesday’s
Nov 7 - Presbyterian Women’s Committee noon
Nov 7 - Finance Meeting 10:00 am
Nov 7,14,21 Chancel Bells 6-7, Choir Practice - 7:30 - 9:00 pm
Nov 10 - Veteran Day Service
Nov 11 - Session Meeting 6:30 pm
Nov 18 - Deacon Meeting 7:00 pm
Nov 16 - God’s Story, Our Story: Connecting for Life 9-12:30
Nov 20 - Mission Committee 1:30 pm
Nov 24 - Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service
Nov 24 - Hanging of the Greens following service
Nov 28 - Thanksgiving!
Dec 3 - Stewardship 4:30
Dec 8 - Holiday Pageant

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE
The needs for the response are great – we are now dealing once again with the California fires. God’s people are
once again called on to stand with the “GAP” – Give, Act, Pray.
Donations may be made by making out checks to “First Presbyterian Church” in the memo line: Disaster Relief,
Code #DR000165.
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Birthdays November

Session of First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles
Class of 2019
Kay Kraatz - kskraatz@hotmail.com
Skip Gassler - skip1028@msn.com
Michele Wheatly - mwheatly@syr.edu
Class of 2020
David Churchill - dachurchill54@gmail.com
Doug Wood - woodllc@gmail.com
Ron Beavers - cwrr01@verizon.net
Clerk of Session: Maureen Soderberg - msoderbergmd@icloud.com
Class of 2021
David Graham - dgraham1217@gmail.com
Doug Hamlin - doug.hamlin@spinforward.com
Jack Rudnick - rudnickmj@gmail.com
Priscilla Worral - worralp@gmail.com
Lee Bennett (alternate)
Alex Davidson (alternate)

Chad Rogers 11/1
Ginny Fennessy 11/2
Marna Plank 11/4
Carol Ackles 11/9
Greg Hinman 11/9
Julian Corsello 11/14
Julia Marshall 11/18
Maureen Soderberg 11/18
Claudia Lambdin 11/25
Tom Hancock 11/30

Anniversaries
Gassler 11/23
Karen & Sky Graham 11/28

Committee’s & Chairs

Deacons

Christian Education - Priscilla
Worral
Memorial Gifts - Skip Gassler,
Ron Beavers
Finance & Stewardship - Dave
Graham, Ron Beavers, Doug Hamlin, Alex Davidson
Mission - Donna Volz, David Churchill, Kay Kraatz
Manor - Donna Volz
Nominating - Kay Barton, Claudia Lambdin, Cindy Dempsey
Skip Gassler, Michele Wheatley
Personnel - Donna Volz
Property - David Churchill, Doug Wood
Technology - Jessica Boyce
Worship & Music - Kay Kraatz
Membership Outreach -

Judy Bobbett
Jay Clark
Heidi Cross
Diane Fellerman
Ann Fey
Cindy Hinman
Mary Helen Hoag
Sandy Nichols
Todd Marshall
Julia Marshall (Youth)
Alec Osiecki
Chris Pardee
Andrew Pease
Marianne Sherman
Joan Thomsen
Kendra Witter (Alternate)
Jan Denton (Alternate)
Steve Frackenpohl (Alternate)
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First Presbyterian Church
97 E. Genesee Street
Skaneateles, NY 13152
Phone: 315-685-5048
E-mail: info@skanpresby.org
Website: www.skanpresby.org

!12

