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The Advantages of a New Language
By Winn Collier
Many years ago, a hurricane forced my wife Miska and me to evacuate a resort in
Cancun, Mexico, where we were celebrating our tenth anniversary. On our way to the
airport, I got lost and stopped for directions. Unfortunately, I couldn’t understand the
people who tried to help since they were speaking in Spanish. Finally, I called a bilingual
friend and had them talk to the clerk at a service station. Fortunately, we made it in time
for the last flight out that day.
I remember how lost I felt with no way to communicate, and when in desperation I
landed on the idea of calling my friend, it was like a whole new way opened up. When I
got him on the phone, I sensed we were going to be okay.
On the day of Pentecost, thousands of Jewish pilgrims descended on Jerusalem. Using
modern geography, people had gathered from Iran, Palestine, Israel, Syria, Turkey, North
Africa, Rome, and beyond (Acts 2:9-11). And remarkably, when Peter began to proclaim
the story of Jesus, the Holy Spirit wove the words in such a beautiful way that these disparate travelers “came together in
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken” (Acts 2:6 NIV). It was astounding.
Over the course of that miraculous day, thousands came to believe in and follow Jesus (Acts 2:41). When the Holy Spirit came,
people spoke in new languages, but even more important was what those new languages made possible.
Those who had been enemies were now friends. Those who had been confused now saw the truth clearly. Those who had been
far from God were now drawn into God’s powerful story. We hear God’s new language every time He opens our eyes or ears,
and we understand His love as if for the very first time.
Read more: https://www.ourdailyjourney.org/2018/05/30/a-new-language/

2018 Financial Audit for the Church
An annual audit of financial records including
deposits and checks that were written was conducted
in May 2018. Peggy Bennett met with the Business
Administrator and treasurer Peggy Surdam on
Monday May 14, 2018, and Chuck Williams and
Heidi Cross met with her on Friday May 18, 2018 to
conduct this survey.
Revenue Testing: Over twenty different deposits were tracked to ensure that the
appropriate accounts were credited. All was in good order.
Expenditure Testing: We checked the 2017/2018 monthly statements against
those of the treasurer, noting that all checks matched the in house records.
Random checks were selected and matched against the invoices on record. This
process was more efficient due to the check numbers being printed on the check
stub. We then chose approximately 12 random checks to make sure the proper
church accounts were charged. Peggy Surdam has proven herself to be an
efficient, detail-oriented, professional, and capable Business Administrator.
In conclusion, we attest that the records inspected show that the financial
management of the First Presbyterian Church is in good order.
by Peggy Bennett, Chuck Williams, and Heidi Cross
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Manor News, May 2018
Thank you for making the Mother’s Day plant sale a big success. The profits
from this and Manor Month envelope contributions allow us to bring
entertainment to the residents and provide two special dinner parties for them
and their families. We appreciate your willingness to support our church’s
mission in this way.
The new front porch steps and rails have been installed by Doug Wood. They
make the veranda look even more inviting and make it easier for everyone
heading up or down the steps.
Robbin’s meals are not only delicious but creatively presented. Here are some
pictures of her servings.
Manor Servers for May were: Margie Sutton (board member), Jan
Denton, Sandy and Tom Holbrook, Judy Bobbett (board member).
There is a suite available. Contact the church office for more information.
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From the Pastor
The Wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle (now Duke and Duchess) captivated the
world’s attention. There was the horse drawn carriage, the veil embroidered with flowers, the
cake, the children, the music from a Gospel Choir and a Cellist… But for a few moments, there
was emphasis on love. Not terrorists, not politics, not the economy, but love. We are
biologically predisposed to feel affection to a child, to respond to affection in kind, to be
excited by romance, but love also describes compassion, the human bond of empathy and
caring. We hear the sacred vows and we each are reminded of our commitments, of our loves.
I have been privileged to have the best career in the world, because my “Job” is to live out and
reflect upon our faith in God; to regularly guide couples in their commitments and so doing to
renew my vows; to be challenged daily to act with compassion for others. As Bishop Curry
described, when we do that, when we live in love and compassion, we become family to one
another. The reality is that Weddings are emotionally loaded, and families have baggage, so we
have to frame each of these in contexts, which are helpful to us.
A helpful note: some have asked “If Ms. Markel was already an Episcopalian (the American version of Anglican) why she had to
be re-baptized before marriage?” The issue here was not about marriage, as becoming part of Prince Harry’s family, making her
British Royalty, required Baptism into this new identity before God.

In Memorium of Lynn Ralph
Lynn Ralph was honored in a Memorial Worship Service, Saturday, May 12th. Lynn and her beloved
Dick, joined this membership in 1978. Lynn was a native of Oswego, NY, an Elder who
faithfully served several terms on Session. Sharing memories of Lynn that day were Sandy
Nichols, and one of Lynn’s sons (who was joined by his father and brothers for support). For
decades, Lynn Ralph volunteered her Thursday mornings at the Church, answering telephones,
making copies of the bulletin and newsletter, doing whatever was necessary to assist Gail
Banks and later Peggy Surdam.
Craig Lindsey lifted up a fond memory of Lynn from back in the days when the bulletin
was “run-off” on a mimeo-graph machine. The mimeo-graph used an ink drum, and a
stencil made of thin membrane. One morning, the Pastor heard an anxious scream, and
came out to find Lynn covered in blue ink, declaring that “I guess I am now a Smurf!” Her
wonderful sense of humor, her dedication to the Church and the community of Skaneateles, as well
as her devotion to her sons and grandchildren, will long be remembered.

A Change of Seasons
The Church has suddenly transitioned from a number of Memorials for long-time members, to Weddings and Baptisms. In the next
few months, being Married are Tessa Green, Alexandra Beall, Alyssa Rottger, Jennifer Mellace, and Thane Green! Sharing their
faith in celebrating Baptisms for their children are: Jerod Tracy and Maddie, Katie (Brown) and Luke Andrianos, Brett and
Lindsey Covell, Caitlin and Chris Fields! AND on Sunday, July 22nd Rowena Fisher celebrates her 100th Birthday!
In addition, the birth of Wyatt Daniel Severance newborn of Bridie and Daniel Severance, and Avia Shemory new born of
Cassondra and Corbin Shermory.

New Ruling Elder Installed
One of the idiosyncrasies of our congregation is that in
addition to electing Pastors, Elders who make decisions,
and Deacons who extend the ministry of the Church, we
elect “Alternate” Elders and Deacons. To follow the
regular procedure for replacing officers, would require
calling a special Congregational Meeting, which requires
two weeks notice, plus a quorum. Instead, whenever
circumstances require the Alternates have been elected and
previously Ordained, they are called forward to be
recognized, charging them in prayer with service. Kay
Kraatz served as an Elder years ago, and now is finishing
out a term of 18 months. Welcome Kay!

June Birthdays
Current Session of First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles
Class of 2018
Mary Margaret Biss - acmm.biss@gmail.com
Cindy Dempsey - dempsem@msn.com
David Graham - dgraham1217@gmail.com
Doug Hamlin - doug.hamlin@spinforward.com
William Frank - willfrank432@yahoo.com
Class of 2019
Kay Kratz - kskraatz@hotmail.com
Skip Gassler - skip1028@msn.com
Donna Volz - pimme96@aol.com
Michele Wheatly - mwheatly@syr.edu
Class of 2020
David Churchill - dachurchill54@gmail.com
Doug Wood - woodllc@gmail.com
Ron Beavers - cwrr01@verizon.net
Clerk of Session: Maureen Soderberg - msoderbergmd@icloud.com
Moderator, Rev. Dr. Craig Lindsey - revlindsey@skanpresby.org
Rev. Mario Bolivar - revbolivar@skanpresby.org

Syracuse WorkCamp 2018
In June (6/24-6/29) nearly 400 teens from the Tri-State area will be
arriving in Central New York to provide simple and free home repairs
to many needy, elderly and physically-challenged residents. They
will be housed at the West Genesee High School.
We are appealing to the Congregation for donations of energy bars,
Chapstick and bottled water. We are also recruiting Church
representatives to be present at the conclusion of work
day Thursday, June 28th (3:00 pm) when the crews return
to West Genny; providing a welcome, a thank you, a
snack (energy bar) and a bottle of Gatorade or water.
If you would like to participate and welcome and
thank these teens for all their efforts, please contact
David Churchill, dachurchill54@gmail.com OR sign up
on the clipboard sign-up sheet located on the "Mission"
table in the Sims Room.

Fine Beck 6/1
Robert McKay 6/2
Brenda Davidson 6/3
Bob Ebert 6/4
Connor Kenan 6/5
Sarah McKay 6/6
Kendra Witter 6/7
Mona Smalley 6/14
Sophia Soderberg 6/16
Parker Glowacki 6/17
Lori Sheriff 6/17
Barbara Evans 6/23
Peer Soderberg 6/24
Mary Stevens 6/25

June Anniversaries
Kim and Dick Poppa 6/1
Jody and Bard Conroe 6/6
Sue and Jed Dove 6/9
Kathy and Ted Kinder 6/12
Lynne and Dick Bennett 6/15
Maureen and Peer Soderberg 6/17
Joan and Gene Tarolli 6/19
Ruth and Jack Howard 6/20
Deb McLear and Ray Crofoot 6/23
Peg and Lee Bennett 6/29
Ann and Jim Higbee
Lynn and Dick Ralph
* If your birthday OR Anniversary is in
June and you do not see your name,
or some information is mission or
incorrect, please email…
revbolivar@skanpresby.org
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WE ALSO NEED NURSERY VOLUNTEERS
FOR THE SUMMER TO help LORI SHERIFF
The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board by the elevator
email revbolivar@skanpresby.org all your questions and comments
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS JUNE 10th
Take me
with you!

In this Season we will explore the many miracles performed by Jesus of Nazareth after he was baptized
and began his public life. We will also encourage the church (Children, youth and adults)
to also take Jesus of Nazareth with them and experience

The Adventures of #FlatJesus
This is an effort to keep our church connected as we approach the summer season.

Take as many #FlatJesus kits from the pamphlet board
by the HDTV in the SIMS room.
Color your flat Jesus and give it to Rev. Bolivar to be laminated
Take pictures with your Flat Jesus wherever you go.
You’ll love taking him out to dinner with you, to the beach, to hang out with your grandchildren, when
you meet up with friends all over, or wherever this summer takes you! Text your photo to 937-570-1901
or email it to revbolivar@skanpresby.org with a short description or details of where flat Jesus is and we
will post it in our church Facebook page and in our website.

1.
2.
3.
4.

How to create your very own FLAT JESUS:
Decorate & be creative! Think about what, if anything, Flat Jesus' robe should say. What color and
type of hair does he have? What color skin tone? Any accessories?
Make one for yourself and one for a friend!
Take your #FlatJesus everywhere you go and take lots of pictures and then share them with us!
Talk with family and friends about what you and Flat Jesus have experienced.
We can't wait to see where #FlatJesus goes this summer!!
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