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Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
I invite you to read Matthew 6:26-34

Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into
barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than
they?27 Which of you by worrying can add one [a]cubit to
his [b]stature?....Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about its own things. Suﬃcient for the day is its own trouble.

This passage with its beautiful imagery can unfurl any wrinkled brow and release any tension
about what tomorrow brings if we pray into it and trust in God. In a few verses it reminds each of
us of God’s love for all creation especially those made in God’s image and likeness. It offers hopethat we are not alone and that we need not get ahead of ourselves. Surely a comfort to we type A
personalities.
I’d like to express my ‘thank you” to the committees of the congregation for the attention they are
giving to their Area of Ministry (defining and expanding responsibilities). This is a clarifying process
which provides us a way to sort out who does what, catch overlaps between committees, identify ways
we need each other (both tasks and accountability) and a great way for me to understand and connect
with how you fulfill your ministry.
The Time & Talent Survey I sent out is another way to engage you all in the
ministry God has called you to. The survey seems simple enough, but it invites
you to take the time to pray and remember what talents God has given you to
both exercise and share with others. It’s also a time to identify areas of the
congregation’s life that needs your support and/or expertise. Without each of us
engaging our gifts and skills in ministry and mission our fulfillment of God’s
calling suffers.
When I return you will have a little surprise! The Worship & Music committee is doing its creative work and
exploring possibilities for enhancing worship, music, and environment. To start with, on August 11 you will
find that the order of worship will be a bit different in how it is presented and flows. The parts are much the
same thus familiar. On that Sunday I will be guiding you through it. Included in this newsletter is historical
piece about the meaning and practice of the Passing of the Peace. In each bulletin throughout August the
Peace will be highlighted with added interpretations of its meaning. We hope that this will make the Passing
of the Peace a richer and more meaningful demonstration/practice as well.
So, back to Matthew 6…when reminded “to not worry” then we are free to fly, to explore, change, and find
ways to love- God -back today, each day, knowing that we are deeply cared for by God, What a gift! What a
joy to live into such a relationship and reality.
In the Peace of Christ,
Reverend Monica Styron
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Save the Date
August 18, 2019 at 4:00 PM
We all have been invited to a Congrega>onal Pot Luck Picnic at Elsa and Peter
Soderberg’s home. It’s >me to enjoy one another, swim in the Lake and eat well.
Bring a friend or two so our joy may be shared.

Calling All Families with Sunday School-Aged Children &/or Youth!
You are warmly invited to a Family picnic at the Playground Pavilion, Marcellus Park, on August 15th
from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM! Children & youth can enjoy games (like the frozen t-shirt contest—we’ll
bring the frozen shirts) while parents have a chance to let Rev. Monica and the Chris:an Educa:on
Commi6ee know your ideas for Sunday School.
We will provide hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, lemonade, and water. If you would like to bring anything else to
share—salad or dessert—you are welcome to do so, but please do not feel obligated. Just bring yourselves
and your children/youth!
Please RSVP to Peggy Surdam at Peggy@skanpresby.org or call Peggy at 315-685-5048 by Tuesday, August 13,
so we know how much food to buy.
Have you noticed the colorful flowers in the bed at the front of the Church lately? If you see Skip
Gassler and/or Dave Churchill give them a big “Thank You!” for the work they’ve done to beautify
the area.

Worship and Music - July 2019 - by Kay Kraatz
We’re reviewing the sound system for the sanctuary
with other commi6ees of the session. An evalua:on
is being done by DCI. Steve Frackenpohl is our point
person. Brian Ackles is reviewing stoles for the choir with three companies.
As a commi6ee, we are re-deﬁning our purpose and responsibili2es. This is in draF form now.
Addi:onally, we’re looking at a change in the Order of Worship. We were wai:ng un:l our interim pastor was
with us.
As the choir is on vaca:on for the summer, Bruce Osborne makes arrangements for special music for the
services.
Thank you to our liturgists who assist in the service each week. If you would be willing to be a liturgist please
sign up. The sheet is in the Sims room, on the table nearest the parking lot.
Ginny Fennessy will be bringing some wonderful experiences to our service. Stay tuned…
Lisa Lincoln has just joined our commi6ee. We appreciate everyone’s dedica:on/service.
Our Commi9ee: Brenda Davidson, Ginny Fennessy , Steve Frackenpohl, Tom Lambdin, Lisa Lincoln, Deb McLear,
Marianne Sherman, Jane Teﬀar, Kay Kraatz (chair), with staﬀ: (exoﬃcio): Brian Ackles, Sue Grady, Bruce
Osborne, Rev. Monica Styron, Peggy Surdam, We meet the second Thursday of the month at 5pm and all
mee:ngs are open. And….. please let me know if you would like to be part of our team.
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Updates from your Mission Committee Many thanks to those who donated blood on July 6th and a
special thanks to Margie Sutton for helping out on the canteen!
Our sock drive for St. Lucy’s “Bread of Life Ministry” is ongoing and to date we have collected 219 pairs of socks.
We have collected to date 584 batteries for Eastern Farm
Workers Association. An electric typewriter was donated and
delivered to them on July 17th plus 4 bags of clothing and
shoes!! Thank you all for your continued generous support of EFWA.

ST. LUCY’S “Bread of Life Ministry” – offers a nutritious,
homemade lunch to anyone hungry for food and/or
friendship. Their goal is to develop deeper ties of trust and
communication in the simple acts of preparing and sharing a
meal together. Through this commitment to relationships
they seek to help people find power and hope within
themselves and within their community. (Serves between 175
– 215 people weekly)
Wednesdays: 11:00 am – 12:30 pm
If interested in volunteering – please contact Donna Volz at
pimme96@aol.com They always need people to help serve food and offer friendship.
Your Mission Committee will be offering an opportunity TO VOLUNTEER at the Samaritan Center
on Wednesday, September 25th 2:00 – 5:00 pm – hoping for at least 10 volunteers. If interested please
contact Judy Krieger. Email: jwkrieger2@gmail.com
THIRTY EIGHT YEARS OF FEEDING THOSE IN NEED!
NO ONE GOES HUNGRY
The Samaritan Center is a 501c, interfaith effort of community members committed to serving the hungry and those in
need in order to promote their welfare, dignity and self-sufficiency. It is rooted in the belief that sound nutrition is the
first step in enabling people to cope and become productive, self-sufficient members
of society. Since 1981 the Samaritan Center has worked to fight hunger in the greater
Syracuse Community by providing nutritious hot meals to anyone in need 7 days a
week – no questions asked.
Paired with these meals is the case management – access to services that help their
guests move on to a more positive future.
Their guests include both the young and the not-so young, those who are well
educated and those who are not, individuals and families, people whose lives are
bound by the prison of substance abuse, people who are well and those who face the
challenge of illness.
Men, women and children who have in common their humanity, their poverty and their sincere gratitude for a place of
safety and warmth and a nutritious meal offered every day of the year. (Serves over 10,000 meals a month.)

Your Mission Committee is collecting Back-to-School supplies for EFWA.
List of items needed: Backpacks – (new or gently used) • Paper • Pencils • Crayons • Glue • Colored pens
These items will be delivered to EFWA on August 23rd.
Thank you! Donna Volz
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Chris:an Educa:on Update
Your CE Commi6ee is busy working on a Chris:an Educa:on program for both adults and youth/children
that we hope will meet everyone’s needs and interests.
¬If you are a parent of children or youth, please complete the Sunday School survey to let us know
what would work best for you and your children. If you have not received the survey, please let me
know at worralp@gmail.com. Thanks to those who already have completed the survey!
¬Families with Sunday School-aged children & youth: You are invited for a family picnic where
your children & youth can enjoy games (like the frozen t-shirt contest) and parents can let Rev.
Monica & the CE Commi6ee know your ideas for Sunday School. The picnic is at the Playground
Pavilion, Marcellus Park, on August 15 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. We will provide hot dogs,
hamburgers, chips, lemonade, and water. If you would like to bring anything else to share—salad or
dessert—you are welcome to do so, but please do not feel obligated. Just bring yourselves and your
children/youth! :-)
¬Check out the Summer Bible Study program for adults! You can a6end any Wednesday from 6:30
– 7:30 PM to learn more about the Book of Luke and join in discussion led by Rev. Monica. You are
invited to a6end any one or more weeks that work for you. We had nine adults at our ﬁrst
mee:ng….and discussion was worth every minute.
¬Rev. Monica has ordered Children’s Bibles that we look forward to presen:ng to children &
families on Rally Day!
¬If you are interested in helping out or teaching in Sunday School, but are not certain what that
means, stay tuned for an email coming your way to let you know that we have a plan to make
teaching/leading a Sunday School class not only doable, but fun!
¬Stay tuned for an adult educa:on survey coming on Rally Day Sunday. Rev. Monica has several
videos & DVDs that she will share on a list included in your bulle:n so you can let her know what is
most interes:ng for you. So... plan to a6end church on Rally Day so you can complete your survey/
list and share your feedback.
¬Would you like to know more about the Presbyterian denomina:on, our church, or what it means
to “join” a church? If so, please stay tuned for the Inquirers’ class that Rev. Monica will be star:ng
in the Fall.
And we have more to follow! Special thanks to Ginny Fennessy for her role as Children’s Moment

Manor News
The Manor website https://skaneatelesmanor.com needs updating.
The Manor could use a volunteer who is familiar with Wordpress websites
to help us bring it up to date. We would like to keep the suites fully
occupied and the internet is a great way to get the word out. Please
contact the church office if you can help us out on this project.
Byron Lee will be entertaining at The Manor on August 5 at 3:30. The
congregation is invited to attend. We are hoping to have some surprise
entertainment this month so keep an eye open for a blast from Peggy.
Servers for July were: Jane Downs, Deb McLear and Ray Crofoot, Irv
Beimler, Tim and Daniel Wayne. Thank you.

Byron Lee

Fun Facts: In 1964 there were 7 bedrooms and shared baths. Today there
are 6 suites with private baths.
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Passing of the Peace
The peace is an ancient Christian practice. A liturgical exchange of
greeting through word and gesture, known in the early church as
the Kiss of Peace, associated with Romans 16:16 “Greet one
another with a holy kiss” and similar passages ( I Cor 16:20, 2Cor
13: 12, I Thes 5: 26 and I Peter 5:14). In various cultures the
Peace has taken the form of a kiss on the cheek, an embrace, a
clasping of hands with or without kissing the hand, or a bow.
Today this practice is referred to as The Passing of the Peace - a
sign of reconciliation, love, and renewed relationships in the
Christian community.
Before His arrest, beating and bloody death, Jesus said to His disciples: Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled,
neither let them be afraid (John 14: 27).
Jesus died reconciling us to God and to one another. For, there is neither Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or
female… for we are all One in Christ. This peace that is ours through faith in Christ.
Participating in The Passing of the Peace reminds us that we are forgiven by God.

It’s hard to believe our Lori Sheriff has taken care of the little
ones nearly every Sunday morning for the last 22 years. Do give her
your thanks next time you see her. Here she is with her four charges
on Sunday July 28th. They are: Emerson Heery, son of Rev. Jenna
Heery; Avia Sheriff, Lori’s granddaughter; and Owen and Adriana,
children of Kate (Kinder) and Seba Ibañez.

Upcoming Dates
August 5 - Byron Lee entertaining at the Manor, 3:30 pm
August 8 - Finance Meeting 1:30 pm
August 8 - Staff Meeting 4:00 pm
August 8 - Worship & Music Meeting 5:00 pm
August 11 - Personnel Meeting 11:00 am
August 12 - Session Meeting 6:30 pm
August 15 - Family Picnic at Marcellus Park 6:00 pm
August 18 - Church Picnic at Soderbergs’ 4:00 pm
August 19 - Deacon Meeting 7:00 pm
August 6, 20 - Continuing the series “Immortal Diamond: The Search for our True Self” with Dr.
Ginny Smith at Marcellus First Presbyterian Church 6:30 PM
!5

Birthdays August

Session of First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles
Class of 2019
Kay Kratz - kskraatz@hotmail.com
Skip Gassler - skip1028@msn.com
Michele Wheatly - mwheatly@syr.edu
Class of 2020
David Churchill - dachurchill54@gmail.com
Doug Wood - woodllc@gmail.com
Ron Beavers - cwrr01@verizon.net
Clerk of Session: Maureen Soderberg - msoderbergmd@icloud.com
Class of 2021
David Graham - dgraham1217@gmail.com
Doug Hamlin - doug.hamlin@spinforward.com
Jack Rudnick - rudnickmj@gmail.com
Priscilla Worral - worralp@gmail.com
Lee Bennett (alternate)
Alex Davidson (alternate)

Committee’s &
Chairs

Christian Education Priscilla Worral
Memorial Gifts - Skip
Gassler, Ron Beavers
Finance & Stewardship - Dave Graham, Ron
Beavers, Doug Hamlin, Alex Davidson
Mission - Donna Volz, David Churchill, Kay Kraatz
Manor - Donna Volz
Nominating - Kay Barton, Claudia Lambdin,
Cindy Dempsey
Personnel - Donna Volz
Property - Doug Churchill, Doug Wood
Technology - Jessica Boyce
Worship & Music - Kay Kraatz
Membership Outreach -

Joan Tarolli 8/2
Michael Glowacki 8/8
Keith Krieger 8/12
Peggy Surdam 8/15
Joan Thomsen 8/15
Andy Biss 8/18
Bill Burdick 8/20
Karen Graham 8/20
Aleer Deng Leek 8/23
Celia Rogers 8/31

Anniversaries
Mary & Bill Stevens 8/8
Peggy & Dan Surdam 8/10
Nan & Julian Corsello 8/16
Louise & Tom Hancock 8/20
Catherine & Travis Higbee 8/21
Helen & Michael Glowacki 8/22
Kathleen & Chad Rogers 8/27
Julie Abbott & Steve Kenan 8/29

Deacons
Judy Bobbett
Jay Clark
Heidi Cross
Diane Fellerman
Ann Fey
Julie Hartnett
Cindy Hinman
Mary Helen Hoag
Sandy Nichols
Todd Marshall
Julia Marshall (Youth)
Alec Osiecki
Chris Pardee
Andrew Pease
Marianne Sherman
Joan Thomsen
Kendra Witter (Alternate)
Jan Denton (Alternate)
Steve Frackenpohl (Alternate)
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First Presbyterian Church
97 E. Genesee Street
Skaneateles, NY 13152
Phone: 315-685-5048
E-mail: info@skanpresby.org
Website: www.skanpresby.org
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